AATW

The American Association of University Women is aﬁ organization
committed to practical educationtﬁ%ﬂi advancement of ﬁomen, and to
discharging their spscisl responsibilities to society;

Eighty-two years ago, in 1882, Merion Talbot called together 17
edllege e2lumnae in boston to discuss the possibility of an organization’
in which women college grsduates might band together to open doors of
highér education to other women, and to find wider opportunities %to use
their training. .They formed the Association of Collegiete Alumnae---wi th
&5 gradustes of 8 colleges and universities as founders, Their purpose was
"to unite alumnae of different institutions in practicel educational work",

Shortly after, a research study was undertaken: establishing that--
contrsry to.general opinion--- higher educetion did not affect the health
of women college graduates adversely. This was the first of a long line
of fact-finding studles,

In 1888 the first graduate fellowskip was offered to encourage women
to become crestive schelers, Thru the years American woxen have beenv
helped to gein sdvanced treining for responsible academie posts or other
professional csreers, and women from other countries heave received intere
national feilOWSbips for research and study in & country other than their ow

The other groups were soon organized--2 Western one in Chicago, and
e Southern one in Knoxeille., In 1921 these three associations merged to
form the American Association of University Women, which now has a member¥'
ship of over 155,030 in more thenld0D branches in the 5) states, District
of Columbia, end Guem. There are over 800 Americen colleges and universitie
whose women graduates are eligible for Association mermbership,

The decision that institutions of higher education must meet
certain standards if their gradustes were to be eligible to mémbership

wes & historic one, It marked the beginning of the policy of using the



‘Association's membership as & measns of encouraging higher standerds in
education for women, The reguirements for approval of an Institution
were high ascademic standerds, adeguate provisions for women students,
women on faculties and in administeetion, & sound Dbesis ofvliberal
education, and intellectual freedom, ©oy action of the Netional
Convention last June, &.baslc change in membership policy was made--
Any imstitution offering at least a recognized bachelor's or higher degree
may request such listing and receive it, provided it has/full regional
edéreditation,

The program of the Association wes one of study end action and it
wes carried out in the areas of the 4rts, Elementary and Secondary
Education, Bigherliduc&tion, Fellowships, international Helations,
Legislation, kass Medis, Social and Fconomic Issues, and “tatus of @omen.

Thru a Legislative Prcgram, the LATW supports locel, stete and
Federz1l législation to cerry out sims and goals developed in the
study progrsm. The Associstion emphasises women' s responsibilitiés'as
citizens--it encourgges more sctive =nd intelligent participation in
public affeirs, end works to remcvé various discriminetione against
women---educational, legeal, economic, social and political., ¥Nembers of
ALUY testify vefore Congressional committes on matters of Interest to
the Associsthén, end we send & Representative as an observer to the United

Netions,

Barly in 1960,the Committee on Organizstion and Structure weas
formed end directed to study the structure of the Association in order
to recommend organizstionsgl changes to improve poth our progrem and its
implementetion,

hction of the Convéntion last year pgrought a new prograr into beling,.
We now heve four sress of interest which outline the treditiocnal concerns
of our study-action program=--- Community Problemé, Cultursl Interests,

"Educetion, end World Problems,



Four toplcs 66r study will be chosen each biennium, %he present
ones &re: The American Family in & Changing Wérld, cridging the Gép
vetween Science and the iayman, Expectations for Educetiong and
Occident and Orient, The four toples do not relate one ty one to the
areas, so that esch topic bridges all fbur sreas in its implications
for the comrunity, for our culfure, fof education and for the world
situgtion.

AATH 1s & member of the IFUW--the International Federation of
University Women. This is an organization of 52 nationel assoclations
of university women--from Ieeland to Chile and from Thailand to Greece--
gktrzactoteixérdkrkdnsixnenRr ey axnfxaxnwEx
HEesdquerters of the IFU¥ aré in London, where the Federsticn was formed'_
in 1927. Clubhouses are meintained in London, Paris, and Kilan, which
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Procebly one of the most important and significent projects the
AATUY has ever underteken was the estabdlishmsnt in 1958 of the AAUW
Educationsl Foundation. Activities include rescarch projects, the
preperetion of study materlals, the administrastion of the Fellowships
Program, end the meintenance of e library, devoted primarily to women's

interests and achievements, There is the Ccllege Feculty Program for

the further education of mature college women for college fectlty.

T

iolding Terned Doctorstes 1s svailable to colleges

A Roster of Women

-

and universities seeking informetion avcut qualifiéd cardidetes for
feculty =nd edministrative positions, The Foundation puplished the
guarterly oulletin, "Women's REducrtion",
Offices &and adminiétrﬁtion of the Foundation es well &s those of
the Association ere bioused in the AAUY Fducational Center in VWashington,
This bsautiful new building was bullt tn 1960 with contributions from

remoers thruout the country providing the finds, so that no money was

vorrowed to finance the project.



The Felloﬁships Program is one of the most vital parts of the AATW
work, ©Since 1888, the Assoclaticn hes vpeen giving graduste fellowships
to encourége gifted women to go on to advanced study and res=sarch, .
Endowment funds of nearly ¢3 million have been built up. pverds totaling
£250,00) are given ennually to over one hundred American end foreign
women graduate scholars.

All Fellowsnips to American women are given toc seholars who heve
comple ted the resident requirements for the docforafe, or wheo have
alrerdy received i1t, or who have attained ‘prefessional recognition.

The International Fellowships and Awards Program began in 1945,
when the Association decided It could best he ¢ the devastsd countries uy
providing the means for vwomsnto come to the ﬁnited States to gain
treirning and learn new tschniques needed in the rsconstruction of their

8 1s on professional trsining and not necessarily on
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countries, Emphas
scholership, This progrem is outstanding among exchange programs

veceuse it Urings mature women here to vork and study. The impact
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mede by these vomen in their.own countries and profe
year here is therefore grester than that of exehange students st the
unde rgraduste level,
The fund-raising projeet of the buffalonzrancp for our contribq?ion

'to the Fellowshious Program is our annusl ook Seks, We will have our
11lth seale this éondng yeer, We collect books of all kindé, paperbacks,
the better magazines, and records, If you have any books you nc longer
want or if you know any one who has any, plesse let us know, We would
Bgoreciate very much having them, and will be hapoy to.pick them up,
Thgn come to the sale and tuy somel

- Apert from the Fellowships Program, suffslo branch has another wey
of esslsting young women in their educetional endeavdrs. e mdminister
the Chamberlin Loen fund, 4n applicant for & loen must be beyond her

freshmen year, in good standing in en accredited college or university,



end found worthy and responsitle, A loan is without interest aznd is
peyable after gresdustion or‘c mpletion of the course according to
specified terms, We have grahédd loans to approximaetely B0 women
working for their baccelaureate or graduate degrees

buffalo branch has a number of study grcups--two litersture groups,
one in rl°ic, fine erts, srchitecture, French, bridge, a Great Decisicns
Grouy, =md the rvegelorolis group which is concerned with problems of the
city and sururbs, end one studying tke Q@ccident snd Orient. & volunteer
group goks out to Wende to the Erie County Home and Infirmsry, once a
month, ena we have a Dbirthday party for the blind, W%We hsave just gotten
e planc for out there, and this will be & great help with our singing
end the rhiythr band, which they &8l1 enjoy. ™e hope to have new groups
formed %o study the various topics in ocur new progran,

Article LL, Seciion 2, SFH ence £ cf our Nationsl bylews states:

-

"In keeping witn its purpose, the Association shell cGevelop & progranm

further the sdvancement of vomen, and to discharge the speclal
responsivilities tr soclety of those who have enjoyed the advantages
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nis is the purpose of AATUN,
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I hope ith&atv this has gilven you an idea about the American 4sssocietion
of University Vomen. You, by the right of your Caccalaureate dagres,
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which is spproved Cy AaUW,--end the mpuffelo ctranch
you are--- you ars eligible for merbershiv. You do not khave to be

wited to join: 811 you need? dn 18 applye “e would liks vary much
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to haeve those of you vho will be in this area joln our vranch, Where ever
you are, I k¥now there will e o Lranch nesrty, I hope you will become &
member of AaUii--it 1s & most vorthwhile orgsnizetion, &nd one viich I am

sure you vill find sthmulating end rewarding,



