Historical Record of AAUW--1950
Association of Collegeiate Alumnae 1882-1921

1881, November 28th, 17 young women college graduates met
to organize an assoc1at10n of women college graduates,

with headquarters in Boston. They were from 8 colleges -
Boston U., Smith, Wellesley, Oberlin, Vassar, Cornell,

U. of Michigan, U. of Wisconsin. They met at M.I.T.

1882, January l1l4th. General meeting of the/ alumnae of the
8 colleges. 65 women present. Constitutibn and By-laws
adopted. Object - "to unite &alumnae of fferent
institutions for practical educational work. Marion Talbot,
the founder, became the first secreterys, an office she held
for 14 years.

During 1882 4 other colleges admitted - M.I.T., Wesleyan
LollegeiConnectlcut) Syracuse, and /[University of Kansas.
1883 Northwestern Unlversity admitted.

1883, December 1, The Western Asspciation of Collegiate
Alumnae was organlzed in Chlcago as an independent association
«nd not as arbranch, as was originally expected.

1884 Washington, D.C. became first branch;

1886, January - New York Citys then the so-called Pacific
Branchj; later called the Caljifornia Eranch, and now the

San Francisco Bay Branch.; /May 1886, Philédelphia; October
1886, Boston; /

1889. The Association of /Collegiate Alummae had met in
different cities, &nd in/1889, in October, it met in Buffalo,
New York. The Western Association met with it, and decided

to merze with it. Thrgé new branches became members -
Chicago, Minnesota, and the Central New York Branch (Syracuse),

Mrs. George Towﬁ%end, president of the Buffalo Women's
Educetional ang Industrizl Union, celled upon the college
women of the C ty to a@ssist her in entertaining the
combined meet ng. At that time there were in Buffalo
only 8 college women, eligible for membership, and of
that number /only 5 had gone to college from Buffalo.

This littde group was the nucleous for the formation
of the Western New York Branch, as it was called at the
time and Until 1921, Five women attended the firgt
meeting ¢f this group - Harriet Ransom Milinowski (lrs.),
Lena HilJl Severance (Mrs.), Mary M. Wardwell, Maude
Austiny/ and Elle C. Lapham. This group became the
officers with the exception of Mrs. Severance, who
becape Chairmean for Educational Legisletion. 1MMrs.
Mili¥nowski became presicent and Miss Wardwell, secretary,

/

/
1880, October, Western New York Branch became the 10th branch,
Detroi/t having been admitted earlier in the year,




The first undertaking of the newly formed branch was to
assist in the development of the University of Buffalo,
with assistance to the endowment fund. They interested
young women in going to college, conducted inportant
investigations, colaborated in gathering statistics,

took a hand in educational legislation, and cooperated in
bringing to Buffalo lecturers of distinction, among them
Precident Elliott of Harverd.

1893 & 1894, The work of establishing home libraries

in the poorer: portions of the city of Buffalo was carried

on with encouraging results. Two libraries were in operation.
Members of the branch visited them regularly once & week,
spending an hour or two with the children over the books

and playing gemes. /

/

1902 The branch began one of its most outstending achievementsa-
the establishment of & College Creche. An appeal was made

by the Charities Society of the city for the branch to establish
a creche in a thickly settled part of Buffalo so that working
women might leave their children for the day. Thus the College
Creche was established in a part of the Neighborhood House,

Oak and Goodell Streets., The A.C.A. assumed its financial
obligations (which amounted to about $1600. a year) and the
members gave freely of their time in the actual running of the
creche. The branch continued to support the Creche until,

the need having been adequately demonstrated, the City of
Buffalo took over the project. It is now supported by the
Community Fund.

( 1903 The Southern Associztion of College Women was formed
and continued to do a great work until 1921, when it united
with the A.C.A. to form the AAUW.)

Mrs. Milinowski seemed to have served as president until
1893, when Mrs Seward Simon became president. Mrs. Edward
Meson succeeded her in 1895.

5b members
1898-1899 the oldest roster on file. MNMiss L. Gertrude Angell
was a member, and I believe she has held membership the longest
of anyone in Buffalo - over 52 years. Miss Mary Dudly wes
president., 1898-1900. Miss Hallie Poole was chairman of a
committee on Manual Training and Domestic Science; Miss Angell
was on Membership Committee (1898-1899). The next year Miss
Poole was chairman of the Press, and Miss Angell of High Schools.

1900-1904 President Miss Hallie Poole. Meetinzs were held

in homes, Membership
1902 College Creche started., from 62-76.

1904-1906 President Mrs., Lewis Wright Simpson.
1907-1909 L Ifrs. Lucien Howe. ZFellowship Fund $200.
Schoolg1r1$' Committee reported that Juniors and Seniors in
High School are spending too much money for pleasure and are
attendinz theater too often. (75¢ to $1.40 a week) Needs



of Buffalo Public Schools at that time were ziven as a truant
school, medical care, ungraded rooms for defective children
and vocetional schools. lMember of TitynFederation of Women's
Cluvs, but rejected invitation to join Western Federation.

1910-1911 President Mrs L. Gertrude Angell

J
1911-1912 President Mrs, C. N. Millard Resolution was adopted
"whereas Buffalo is the only city in the U.S. that does not
have & Board of Educétion....it is hereby resolved that the
A.C.A, are heartily in favor of a Board of Educction on which
there shall be women, appointed by the mayor,.to serve for
a term of from 3 to 5 years, without pay, and to have all
the powers and duties with reference to school property and
to the supervisory and teaching force that similar boards hsave
in other cities." /

Committee worked closely with the University for the Greater
University of Buffalo. §150 given toward education of a
Buffalo girl. :

1912-1913 President lMrs. Thomas B. Carpenter (Balance on hand
$2.55) Associate Members admitted. Committee appointed

to consider formation of a College Club in Buffalo. The increased
membership taxed the capacity of the homes of the members,

used for meeting places. Studio Club, 508 Franklin Street,

use of a beautifully furnished apartment 5 aftérnoons a week,
3-6 o'clock {40.00 a month. Guild of Allied Arts, 623 Delaware
Avenue, 2 large rooms, {5 per meeting, tea included if number
present cdoes not exceed 50. Elimwood School, 2 large kinder-
garten rooms available for meetings. The 0ld Nichols School

on Norwood for sale $15000., /Large and energetic committee

be appointed to start campaign to secure members for a college
club, to consider methods ¢f organizing &nd financing the same,
and of securing a suitable house.

1913-1915 Presicent Miss Elsa James (Mrs. Albert H. Garvin)

In Jenuary motion was made to set up a permanent scholorship
fund to assiet students wishing to borrow money and pey it

back later. -

Motion that & committee be empowered by the Assn. to draft
working plans for the organization of a College Club and to
submit two plans for 1) College Club and 2) Club House for

the A.C.A. :

A constitution was adopted for a College Club for women in
Buffalo. About 150 women signed. Membership in A.C.A. 180.
$350 to be given to Miss Poor as scholorship. The first meeting
of the A.C.A./in October 1914 was held at the College Club
House, 163 Park Street (26 years old) All members of the

A.C.A. were admitted to the College Club without an initiation
fee. House/at 163 Park Street was rented, not bought. Meetings
of A.C.A. were held there until 1922,

1915-1916 President Mrs. Frederick K. Wing. Amendment- "The
regular meetings shall be held on the first Tuesday of each
month from October till May unless otherwise ordered by the
Executive Board." Election of officers had been changed to
lizrch. Membership 169. Most of the speakers this vear,



es had been true for a2 few yeers, were college presidents.
Beoklet published c-nteining nemes of cfficers, perscnnel

cf stending committees, progrem, membership snd Constituticn
end By-Lews, which hed been adopted in 1%tl?

1¢16-1218. Pres. Dr. Cerro Croff. Schclerships #250 to be
divided between two. Resolution, the purpose of whick wse
the betterment of senitery cond itions in the publ ic schools.

Fndorsed the wider use of school buildinecs. Whenevar & president

or reprssentetive from e ccllegzs spoke, gredustes from thet
perticulsr cocllefe were invited 2s guests. Pres. of N. Atlantic
Section of A, C., A, wes cne of the speskers./ A.C.A. endowed

& bsd for the Red Cross Bese Hospitel. Misy Jemes in cherge

of Red Cross work for the Brench. Educsticdn Comm. beceme

Wer Relief Group. Red Crcss work dcne by A, C. A, & College
Club members two o2fterncons & week. EachH member served es

one of the hostesses once during the ye;-, the fee being

75¢. Scld Liberty Bcnds

In 1€12 it ‘hed been suggested that the whole country

be divided into ten eect;onL, with 2 vice-president for sech
section. 1In Oct., 116, @ picneer sect:onel conference was
held ir Boston. Fifteen other brenches of section esked tc

be guests of hostese branch. Nine eccepted. Dr. Croff snd
¥rs. Severence represented Western New York Branch. Annocunced
course in instruction of women voters st Tecwnsend Hall for
$1.00. Urged 8ll collegz women’/who speak more then one
Jenguege tco sttend sco they mey  in turn go emcng the fcreign
populaeticn end tesasch duties of citizensh ip. Resoluticn to esk
twe City Council to ccnsider /fesvorebly the proposed messure

to incrzese seleries cof teachers in our publie schools.

Many memhers worked st the /Thrift Kitchen.on Chippewe St.,

an experimentsl steticn of/the Stete for information ccncerning
vheet 2nd the use cf substitutes, end cculd ba used st the
Liberty Bend Booth there, Dliss Sickmon on Speeckers' Buresu

cf the Liberty Loen. Twontv two colleges represented in member-
ship of Brench. Young women ctudents 2t U.B. guests of Brench
et an evening meeting./ Membership 162.

/

1618-192C . Pres. Mrsl Lewis J. Burns. Three French women
students et D‘Youville College sent to this country by their
owvn gov't to receiveg the educetion offered in scheolerchips
by fmericen Colleset. , Buffslo's guote of 150. Guests of
A. C. A. Progrems/devoted tc wer work of o11ied netions.
Bill before Ccn~ress to creecte 2 Dep't of Lducetion ir Cabinet
& to eppropriate /100 million dcllars tc its use for better
educetion for a8ll. Resolution to cccperste with Boerd cof
Educetion in itg new »nubhlic schcol building groject. April,
1€1¢, the fundg used for scheolarcships weres tco bz cone idered
in the nsture Of Joens snd tc be repsid gs soon s poSsible
by recipient. Wmmhcrek‘p-—142.

During the s=sccondé yerr, progrems were in cherge of college
groups. Duef reised to (4. OO. New York Stete Division formed
in 1920, Sftete Ccnference held &t Ithece tc cconsicder




hY

by
reorgenizetion of the Netionel A. C. A. Endorsed llormel School
Selery Bill for increesed selery of Normel Schocl teeschsrs.
lioticn thet mcrriedn\ men be permitted to terch in ocur
schocls. MNoticn thet\brench recommend to schccl boerd thet
pey to substitute tcrdber< he sdvenced frcem #2 tc £5 in the
elementery credes and to {6 in high school. “etlonsl Club
House esgsteblished in Washnngton, D. C. 1. F. U. W. hed been
formed by British, Americhn sné Ceznddisn «renches. By-Lsws
emended to resd, "Three vice-presidents", instesd of "one"

fembersh ip--146,

1¢20-1922. Pres. Hrs. Berend Ae#*Burns. The Assn. hed elweyso
been Interested in U. B. In 1218 a Gresterd Buffelc Comn.

hsd been eppointed, and esch memhsyr wes cherged to lend her
£id and enthusiesm, especielly to th Cc1le ‘e of Liberel £frts
so recently orc Pan d. In 1¢20, nesxly #2000 wes reised for
e schelsrship, and $5CC fcr tba endowdent fund. Two kundred
dotlers wes raised for the gift of Amersicsn Women tc the
Vomen's edicel Cclleges cf the Crizsnd. wo hundred seventy
dollers wes reised for Armenien Reéief. wenty-seven dollers
was reised for the llsdeme Curie Pe&iuvm Fundi\_The women of
Americs ere to present & grem cf relium, costl §1c0,000
(neerly ¢80,00C £lreedy reised), to Mme. Curie.y A. C. A.

~Worked t towe‘B’the seteblishment of two new offices et U. B.--

thcse c¢f TCesn of Women end Director of Physical Educstion.

U. B. Council hes nct mede eny cdditions tc the steff, the

firest greet step being to secure & chencellor, whose duty

it will bs tc build up the scedemic snd edministretive =ide

of U. B. liembers cppanted to City PIganing Comn. Com,

alsc rppointed to ccnsicder meens of cresting ¢ closer union
betwcen A, C, A, end Cclle ve Club, the C. C. having surrested
thet A, C. A. unite with t.em./ One hundr=d collegz wcmen

from the Toronto Federation met wit™ collere women from Niegers
Fells in June, 1¢21, to honor Mme. Curie. Proposed thet 2uffalo
Brench and Torcntc meet 2t & dinner. Scuthern fesociestion

of Collese Wemen in 1221, The term"University" wes used becusse
it belcngs te the Internstionsl Federetion, #nd con the ccrntinent

"College" is not cn 2 per with "Tmiversity" Three mein interests

l. reise stenderd cf edvcrticn. 2. take pert in internstionsl
federetéon. Z. tc estsblish & netionel clubhouse in Weshington,
around which the effsirs of tke Lessccisticn might center.
lizetings scemed tc be joint meet-ﬁgb of A, A. U, W, end C. C.
First menticn of reguler executive meetings. Becsme"Buffsalo
Brench" instesd of "Western New York."

1€22-1¢24, T
Chenrcellor Ce
f

res. lrs. George E. Cemehl.
»
first Leen o

en came to U. B, Lillies kecdcnsld eppdinted
Vomen.

RFecommencdet ion tc furnisk & rcom in Foster Hsll for the U. B,
wermen. Cerd Perty for it. Proceeds $875.75. iemhare grve
meny e£ccecegor ies €lec. Preszntsticn tea tc Burn rcom over

tc wemen.
Grodustes since 1217 of Liberel £Lrts of U. 3. rnA rrreduetes

-
.



of U. B. HKedicel Scbool who heve hed two veers cof liherel erts
sdmitted e Lsscocliete lismbere.

Cuection of withdrewing from Buffelc Federetiorn, but finelly
eppecinted committes to study ccnstitutien cf Fed. sc thet °~
decisicng of Federstion will he mcre reoresentetive of »nublic
opinion, within the Federetion. MNcetings_ncw being held in
homes ond other public meeting place ‘Z—ic7 Schols ranyL
cont inued to be providzd for girls ettending T'. 3. gnd cther
cclleres. College Clubs mede donstions towsrd the furnishings
for the room a2t Foster Hell. Peresnt of Cclleges. April
meet ing st Foster TFell to bz en Annual event. Immigretion
Dinner et Stetler $2.0C. ¥emhership 2Cl.

Lte

1¢24-1228, Pres. krs. Melcolm Beird. Meetings at Lefeyette
Community House. Bernerd Club veted to heve g 100% m»mbcrhhlp
in £, A, U. W, ¢2€7 from cerd perty. Becked City Flanning
tesocietion. Voted tc impose gipenslty of 1C% fcr nonctpeyment
cf dues. Votes thet the Buffelc Branch subscribe its ocuocte
for the Netionsl Club EHouse. 4A1" prerrems withcut cost to
Brench. Boerd meetings cnce 2 month. Ccntinued to £2dd to room
at Foster Hell. Brenches et Lockport, Hierere Fells, Eest
Lurore, St. Catherines end Toronto invited té¢ ettend the
Annuel Benguet. Grve brief survey of their work.
Reccmmendeticn from the Guggenheim Foundstion thst A.A.U.W,
Brenches chenge their support from Scholercships to fellowships.
Werking ocn Historicel Poegesnt for lay dinner. Lrs. W. E. Gibks
in cherge. GQucte for Club House wes {1244, ALs customsry,
the Lpril progrem et Foster fgll wes in cherce of Teen Mecdceneld.
rs. Beird, President, meade 25¢ cells on membars. Outstending
work of the yercr: c*nthlhutlng tc the Veghingtcn Club Eouse,
the U. B. Fund, end twc scholarships. $00 sent tc Weshington.
Miss Pocle's neme ccntinues to be menticned in connection
with scme committees, especielly schelsrship. Fducesticn
Cormittes, under Deen Mscdoneld, et reouest off Stete end
Netionel Assccistion mede & survey cf schools :in FErie, Nisgere,
Genesee £nd Wyoming Counties to tabulste history textbocks
in use. WYomen's Rcom et kedicel School of U. B. refurniched
with money left sfter furnighing room et Foster Hell. VYNrs.
Severesnce, Miss Wardwell, Mres. Clmsteed end lKrs. Milinowcekd
were <11 present for the Historicel Pegfesnt.

1926-1228., President Mrs. Thurman W. Ctcner.

Deen illecdoneld presented resolution, "Wherees the Buifalo
Branch of AAUVW hed been interested in the prcgrzss cof the
University of Buffelo for meny yeare snd hes 2ccepted ite
gredustes s sccsociste memhers, it reccmmends tc the Comm.
on Admissions cof the Nerth £tlentic fecticr of AATW thet
it cconsider feversbhly ths epolicetion of the Univercsity cf
Buffelo for Neticnel membership.”

Constitution end 3By-Lews revised in EBpril, 1¢27. Progrem
for the yeer wee elong the limes of the ITepertments of the
TUnivers ity Schocls of Fkiusic, Téucetion, Librery, Dremstics,
etc. Membership 25¢. Peid ¢525.16 on gledre to the Clubd Eouse,
leaving $2¢2.84. Loredo Teft brought tc Buffalc for March
meeting. Cardé party in Univ. Alumni Clubhouse for Girls' Room



in Edmond Hayes Hall. College Club members guests at Feb.
meeting. March meeting at Town Club. College Club Pres.

asked that AAUW unite with College Club. Child Study Gr.

formed with Mrs. A.W. Thompson &s Ch. Juestionnaire being sent
to each member to find out what sutbject they would be interest:
ed in, in forming other study grps.

April meeting in Ed. Hayes Hall, Mlemb-rship 282. §400 in
"singing fund"., During the year, the executive boards of C.C.
& AAUW held & joint meeting for purpose of f@rmulating plan

for uniting of two d ubs. Several special meetings zlso held.
wuestionnaire sent to each member of AAUW. Plan not accepted,
but answers showed that a great many members were in favor of

one club in Buffelo for College Vomen.



