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The December meeting will be a lunch at the Friar's 
Table on Saturday, December 
12, 2009, 12:00pm - 2:30pm. 
The Program will feature the 
Aurora Village Singers. 

Door Prize! 

A free National AAUW mem-
bership, worth $49, will be 
given to someone attending the 
Holiday Program. The free 
membership can be applied 
toward the current or following 

year's dues and can be used either by you or by 

someone else. The recipient will be responsible 
for paying state and local dues. You must be 
present to win. The winner will have to contact 
Bev Schwiegerling at 652-7182 or 
schwieg@roadrunner.com by December 18th 
in order to complete the redemption form. 

Friar's Table  
301 Cleveland Drive 
Buffalo, NY 
http://thefriarstable.com/ 

Any questions, please contact Yvonne Curry, 
von104@roadrunner.com or 948-1333. Regis-
tration form below - deadline December 1. 

Join us for a holiday celebration! 

Just a reminder, applications for the branch’s interest-free college loans and grants are due Dec. 1. 
Pass on this information to your family, friends, colleagues and students. Funds for Education money is 
available to male as well as female students. Chamberlin Funds are for women only. 

Applications for Chamberlin Loan Fund and Funds for Education loans and grants are available at 
www.aauw.buffalo.edu or by writing to the Chamberlin Loan-Funds for Education chair, American Asso-
ciation of University Women, Buffalo Branch, PO Box 397, Amherst, N.Y. 14226-0397. Prospective 
applicants also may request applications at Chamberlinfund@yahoo.com. or by calling 559-3037. 

Pat Swift-MacClennan, Chamberlin and Funds for Education Chair 

Dates to Remember: 
 
• Tues, Dec 1 - deadline for 

next Chamberlin and Funds 
for Education applications 

• Wed, Dec 2, 5:45 pm - 
Board Meeting at Key 
Private Bank, 550 Essjay Rd, 
Williamsville 

• Sat, Dec 12, 12 noon - 
“Holiday Celebration” with 
the Aurora Village Singers 
at the Friar’s Table  

• Sat, Feb 20, 9am-noon - 
February program at the 
Hauptmann-Woodward/UB 
biomedical campus 

• Fri-Sun, April 23-25, 2010 
- AAUW-NYS Convention in 
Cooperstown, NY 

• Wed-Sun, June 2-6, 2010 - 
56th Annual Booksale! 
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Buffalo Branch Advocate     NYS District 1   

Registration form for December 12 Branch Program 
Mail to: Joan Trinchera, 84 Pleasant Ave, Hamburg, NY 14075 by December 1, 2009 
My check in the amount of $_________ ($25.00 per person) payable to the AAUW Buffalo Branch is enclosed. 

 Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 City, State, ZIP: _________________________________________________________ 
 Phone: ______________________  Email: ____________________________________ 
 Entree choice (indicate number of each)      _____ 10 oz Prime Rib   _____ Stuffed Chicken Breast 
                _____ Tilapia Francaise  _____ Pasta Primavera 

Names of Guests: _______________________________________________________ 
I would like a ride to the meeting - please circle        Yes       No 

Scholarship Information 
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I would like to alert members that 
at the October Board Meeting a 
Governance Committee was 
formed to review the Buffalo 
Branch By-Laws. Betty Preble will 
chair this committee and members include 
Susan McClary, Betty Krist, Bev Schwiergerling, 
and Judy Weidemann. According to the State 
By-Laws Chairperson, the changes made pre-
viously were insufficient and the model by-
laws wording was required in many of the 
articles. The task is two-fold: to make neces-
sary changes in order to submit the by-laws to 
the state (ed note - that has been done since 
no branch vote was required) and to start 
looking at the long term changes required in 
our branch by-laws in order to improve the op-
eration of our branch. The changes will be voted 
on by the membership in May 2010. The Com-
mittee welcomes ideas and suggestions. Please 
contact Betty Preble. 

Only recently the Buffalo Branch received two 
certificates of recognition from the National 
Board. The Buffalo Branch achieved 10th 
Place in the Top Ten contributors to all of 
AAUW’s program (2008) areas including the 
LAF Fund, the Educational Foundation, AAUW, 
the Eleanor Roosevelt Fund, and the Leader-
ship & Training Institute. Also in 2008, the 
Branch achieved 1st Place in the Top Ten Funds 
for Researchers to provide understanding of 
issues that are important to women and girls. In 
her letter, Linda D. Hallman, CAE, Executive 
Director, wrote “Top Ten Branch and State 
Fundraising awards are AAUW’s highest 
branch and state honors. We know that it is 

only because of the ongoing support 
and commitment of our members and 
donors that the American Association 
of University Women can continue to 
be a leading champion for women 

and girls. … my thanks to you and all of the 
Buffalo Branch members for their strong 
efforts on our behalf. We are truly grateful 
for all that you do and all that you have 
accomplished.” 

Folk Art relates much of the past of a cul-
tural group—its aims, events, joys and 
fears, all those concerns that made up their 
daily life. At the November program, Estelle 
Anderson, Master Quilt Maker enthralled us 
with her beautiful quilts and tales of the 
meaning of the various symbols in her quilts. 
The symbols on the hanging quilts guided 
many slaves along the Underground Rail-
road to freedom in the north and into Can-
ada. 

I want to thank Yvonne Curry for planning 
the program. 

I am looking forward to seeing many mem-
bers at our Holiday gathering at the Friar’s 
Table on Saturday, December 12, 2009 at 
noon. The Village Singers from East Aurora 
will entertain us. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Sincerely, 

Marguerite Collesano 

 

For prospective or new member questions, contact 
Bev Schwiegerling, VP of Membership Recruit-
ment, at 652-7182 or schwieg@roadrunner.com. 
Or for renewal questions, contact Susan McClary,  
VP of Membership Retention, at 636-2854 or 
smcclary2@verizon.net. 

December 2009 

Vol. CXX No. 4 

Circulation 220 

THE BUFFALO BRANCH ADVOCATE  

is published monthly Sep-June as a bulletin of events 
for members and as an update on AAUW issues and 
programs. 

• President: Marguerite Collesano 
• Publisher/Editor: Betty Preble 
• Design: Maria Coppola 
• Assistant Editors: Judy Weidemann and Betty Krist 
Send address changes to: 

Freddie Cheek 
406 Maynard Drive 
Amherst, NY 14226-2929 

President’s Message 

One thing life has 
taught me: if you 
are interested, you 
never have to look 
for new interests. 
They come to you. 
When you are 
genuinely 
interested in one 
thing, it will 
always lead to 
something else. 

- Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Study groups are an excellent way to form friendships, network, educate yourself and have fun. If you are interested in 
joining any of the groups below, please see the “contact” person associated with that group. Reminder - guests are wel-
come at a limited number of meetings of each interest group. To remain an active participant in an AAUW sponsored 
group, branch membership is required. Anyone having a suggestion for a new Study Group or wishing to re-activate a 
former one, please contact Study Group coordinator Anita Kunkle @ 649-8863 or email amkun05@msn.com. 

Ms Maria Coppola 

42 Morningstar Court 

Williamsville, NY 14221 

C 716-289-8149 

marcoppola@gmail.com 

Schedules for the Month: 

Please Welcome Our New and Returning Members 

Knitting Group 

When: No meeting in December 

We have been working on a variety of projects for the 
City Mission and Corner Stone Manor. I will be taking 
items to them in January. If you have any items that you 
would like me to add, just let me (Karen Howard) know. 
They don't have to be just knitted items, I am sure they 
would appreciate any hand made or store bought items. 
City Mission and Corner Stone Manor clients include 
men, women, children and babies. My phone number is 
874-1389, my email kkhoward@roadrunner.com. 

 
New Interest Group: Writing Workshop Group 
Beginning with Garrison Keillor’s 
Good Poems for Hard Times we will 
read some current poems, discuss 
them, and explore them through 
freewriting. 

We will use poems as starting points 
but there is no pressure to finish or to 
share among group members. 

When:  Monthly beginning Thursday, Jan 28 at 3:00 pm 

Where:  Crane Library.  

Questions: Call Linda Drajem, 553-0864 or        
Ldrajem@roadrunner.com 

American Biographies 

No meetings in December or Janu-
ary - February's book selection will 
be works by Mary Chestnut 

Questions: Call Lillis McLean, 873-
7467 or cell phone 830-6709. 

Clueless Mystery Book Club and  
Dinner by the Book Joint Meeting   

When: Wednesday, Dec 16, 2009, 5:30 pm 

Where: Dandelions Restaurant, 1340 North Forest Road, 
Williamsville, NY (688-0203) 

Book: The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Society  by An-
nie Barrows 

Discussion Leader: Fran Witnauer 

Facilitator: Sandy Ihlefeld 

RESERVATIONS (REQUIRED): Contact Fran Witnauer, 
688-5708 or Grandmafran44@yahoo.com 

FOR GENERAL QUESTIONS: Contact Leona Barback, 
633-1982 or barleo@roadunner.com or Marilyn Carmi-
chael, 228-8626 or mcarmichael45@aol.com 

Buffalo Branch Study & Interest Groups  

Mrs Rose Marie Tarzia 

93 Greenfield Dr. 

Tonawanda, NY 14150 

H 692 2993 

Mrs Sawrie Becker 

PO Box 1025 

Williamsville, NY 14231 

H 479 5011   W 858 8307 

sawrie.becker@erie.gov 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – AAUW celebrates 
Carol Greider, AAUW member-at-large 
and winner of the Nobel Prize in Physiol-
ogy or Medicine along with her two col-
leagues, Elizabeth Blackburn and Jack 
Szostak. Greider has been a member of 
AAUW since 2002. 

Greider, Blackburn, and Szostak 
“discovered that telomeres are made up of 
simple, repeating blocks of DNA building 
blocks and are found in all organisms," 
according to a Johns Hopkins University 
announcement. Understanding this biologi-
cal process has paved the way to deeper 
knowledge of cancer and cellular aging. 

"AAUW has a long history of supporting 
women in the sciences, and we are thrilled 
to count another Nobel Prize winner among 
our ranks," said AAUW Executive Director 
Linda D. Hallman, CAE. In 1920, AAUW 
awarded two-time Nobel Prize recipient 
Marie Curie a grant to assist with her 
groundbreaking research on radium. 

AAUW member Greg Mortenson, author of 
Three Cups of Tea,was nominated for the 
2009 Nobel Peace Prize for his work sup-
porting education for girls in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. 

Greider, who holds a doctorate in molecu-
lar biology from the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, currently works as the Daniel 
Nathans Professor and Director of Molecu-
lar Biology and Genetics at the Johns Hop-
kins Institute for Basic Biomedical Sciences. 
She, Blackburn, and Szostak will attend the 
Nobel Prize awards ceremony in Stock-
holm, Sweden, on December 10. 

"Greider and Blackburn have shown that 
women can break through barriers in sci-
ence, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics," said AAUW President 
Carolyn H. Garfein. "Their accomplishment 
serves as an excellent example of women 
making valuable contributions and the 
need that exists for supporting and en-
couraging great female minds, as AAUW 
does with our fellowships, grants, and com-
munity of successful women." 

In 2009 a record five women were 
awarded Nobel Prizes. Prior to this year, 
only 35 women had ever received the 
honor. Greider and Blackburn were the 
first two women to simultaneously win the 
prize in medicine. 

The three other 2009 female laureates 
include Ada Yonath, who is sharing the 
Nobel Prize in chemistry; Herta Mueller, 
who won the prize in literature; and Elinor 
Ostrom, who is sharing the Nobel Memo-
rial Prize in Economic Sciences. Ostrom is 
the first woman to win the economics prize. 

To read what AAUW said on our blog 
about this year's Nobel Prize winning 
women, please visit: 

http://blog-
aauw.org/2009/10/12/aauw-member-
awarded-nobel-prize/ 

To view Marie Curie's page in AAUW's 
online museum, please visit: 

https://svc.aauw.org/museum/history/ 
1920_1929/index.cfm 

AAUW Member Wins Nobel Prize 

Did you Know? (from the national website) 

“AAUW HAS A 

LONG HISTORY 

OF SUPPORTING 

WOMEN IN THE 

SCIENCES, AND 

WE ARE THRILLED 

TO COUNT 

ANOTHER NOBEL 

PRIZE WINNER 

AMONG OUR 

RANKS."  

Carol Greider, AAUW 
member-at-large and 
winner of the Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine 

LINDA D. HALLMAN, 

AAUW EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR  

Carol Greider Shares Prestigious Award for                
Physiology or Medicine 
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Books have been 
arriving at the Ken-
sington Ave. collec-
tion and sorting site 
at a prodigious rate 
challenging the ef-
forts of volunteers to 
keep up with the 
influx. The member-
ship has responded 

very nicely to the call for help and the Book 
Sale Executive Committee thanks all of you 
who have turned out. If you keep up this 
pace, especially through the coming holiday 
season when everyone is so busy, the task 
will not get out of hand. 

To meet the temporary crisis in storage 
space for unsorted boxes, the committee is 
willing to extend sorting hours to include 
some afternoon time. If mornings don’t work 
for you and you could volunteer time be-
tween 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. some weekday, 
please let Judy Weidemann know. If enough 
people can join you someone from the com-

mittee will open up shop for your conven-
ience. Call Judy at 655-3649 or e-mail 
her at JWeide71@aol.com. 

For now, sorting hours are 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at Kensington-Bailey Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services, 995 Kensington Ave. Books 
may be dropped off at that site on those 
days, during those hours. There also is a 
great need for boxes. If you have any, or 
a source for some, drop them off at the 
site. Remember books are heavy and 
small to medium size boxes are required. 
Wine and liquor boxes work well. 

We expect to have over 100,000 books 
by the time a sale site is secured. They all 
will need to be categorized, boxed and 
labeled before they are moved to the site, 
where even more will be collected. This is 
a fantastic project and you will want to be 
part of it. 

Pat Swift-MacClennan, Booksale Committee 

Book Sale Corner 

“TO MEET THE 

TEMPORARY 

CRISIS IN 

STORAGE SPACE 

FOR UNSORTED 

BOXES, THE 

COMMITTEE IS 

WILLING TO 

EXTEND SORTING 

HOURS ."  

The 14th Sister to Sister Summit will be held 
at Buffalo State College on Saturday, March 
27, 2010. The Summit Committee is hard at 
work planning for this year’s event. Kate 
Allison, Director of the Ophelia Project has 
agreed to facilitate two sessions for the 
Summit. This organization deals with rela-
tional aggression which includes both direct 
and subtle ways people manage to make 
others lives difficult. Bertha Boston has also 
joined our Sister to Sister group. We are 
very pleased to have her with us. 

Some other things that will be included in the 
Summit program: 

His Opinion - A panel of young men who 
talk about issues that are common to girls 
and boys in their teen years. 

Teen Reality Theater - a group of teens who 
dramatize issues and situations that affect 
teen girls and then ask for questions and 
comments from the audience. 

Career Fair - we ask companies and col-
leges to be there to talk to girls about 
their future education. We also ask them 
to provide applications for summer and 
after school jobs. 

Chat Rooms - safe places to discuss issues 
that affect girls. These are always facili-
tated by people who work with teen girls 
from organizations such as Girl Scouts, 
Buffalo Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention 
Services, AIDS Community Services, Eating 
Disorders Association, etc. 

We always need people to help with 
planning and running the Summit. We also 
need board members. If you would be 
able to help out the day of the Summit, we 
would very much appreciate your help. 
Please let me know what you would like to 
do. Thank you for your support. 

Sue Oliver, 652-1230, 
gsoliver@verizon.net 

THE SISTER TO SISTER CONNECTION OF WNY 
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A M E R I C A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  U N I V E R S I T Y  W O M E N  

By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational 
and economic barriers so all women have a fair chance. 

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There 
shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class. 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education,  
philanthropy and research. 

AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education 
through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas 
impacting the lives of women and girls. 

This newsletter was delivered to the William Street Post Office, Buffalo, NY on November 23, 2009. 

Moving?   Please contact Freddie Cheek, 716-835-6945. 
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